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gram, 38, a dancer with the ensem-
hle.

In a thrilling performance of Ag-
bekor — a war dance of the Ewe
people of the southeast Volta re-
gions of Ghana, Togoe and Benin —
one woman acted as a tribal leader
on the eve of battle. She leapt and
thrust using movements to mimic
battlefield tactics and velled war
cries as she stared fiercely into the
audience.

“She represents Yaa Asante-
waa. She was the first woman to

lead her men to war,” Ingram said.
The Eum Mele ensemble, under
the artistic direction of dancer Do-
rothy Wilkie and founder/dnmmer
Baba Crowder, is dubbed the long-
est-lived African Dance company in
Philadelphia.

The dancers range in age from
23 to 62 and all have been with the
company for at least 10 years, Wil-

“It took a long time to get to
this level," Crowder said in a soft
voice, “People died, women were
having children; it took a long time,
We carry on because there is inter-
est in it and it is important to our

The performance was made

possible by the Cultural Arts Pro-
gramming Fund at RButgers-New-
ark, and is partially supported by a
grant from Penmsylvania Perform-
inE Arts on Tour, 8 program deveal-
oped and finded by The Heinz En-
dowments; the Wiliam Penn Foun-
dation; the Pennsylvania Council
on the Arts, a state agency; The
Pew Charitable Trusts: and is ad-
ministered by Mid-Atlantic Aris
Foundation.

For more {rformation on The In-
stitule on Effnicily, Cullicre and the
Modern Experience, vistl wim ethni-
cify rulgers.edu. For more informa-
lion on The Kuli Mele African Amer-
iean Donce Ensemble, visil anmo k-
lumele.org.
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